ENGLAND'S FIRST LOOK              9

disappeared from history and his second son,
Sebastian, reigned in his stead. Sebastian, like
John, apparently wrote nothing whatever. But
he talked a great deal; and in after years he seems
to have remembered a good many things that
never happened at all. Nevertheless he was a
very able man in several capacities and could teach
a courtier or a demagogue, as well as a geographer
or exploiter of new claims, the art of climbing
over other people's backs, his father's and his
brothers* backs included. He had his troubles;
for King Henry had pressed upon him recruits
from the gaols, which just then were full of rebels.
But he had enough seamen to manage the ships
and plenty of cargo for trade with the undiscovered
natives.

Sebastian perhaps left some of his three hundred
men to explore Newfoundland. He knew they
couldn't starve because, as he often used to tell
his gaping listeners, the waters thereabouts were
so thick with codfish that he had hard work to
force his vessels through. This first of American
fish stories, wildly improbable as it may seem,
may yet have been founded on fact. When acres
upon acres of the countless little capelin swim
inshore to feed, and they themselves are preyed